
2025 CTACPA Annual Resident Paper Competition Order of Presentation
Bariatric Surgery - Salon C -  (7 min Presentation/2 min Q&A)
Nina Kosciuszek, DO, MS CT Children's/University of Connecticut School  Evaluating the Impact of GLP-1 Agonists on Bariatric Surgery Outcomes in an Adolescent Cohort: A Descriptiv  
Kaique Filardi, MD Hartford Healthcare Concurrent Surgical Management of Achalasia and Obesity: an MBSAQIP Analysis
Sara Saeidishahri, MD Hartford Healthcare The Value of Patient Selection in Same-day Discharge Implementation: Insights from MBSAQIP Database
Kaique Filardi, MD Hartford Healthcare Is Endoscopic Sleeve Gastroplasty as safe as Laparoscopic Sleeve Gastrectomy? A Propensity-Matched Anal
Sara Saeidishahri, MD Hartford Healthcare Associations of Internalized Weight Bias with Sensory Pain Characteristics prior to Metabolic Bariatric Surgery
Venus Liu, MD Danbury Hospital Identifying Independent Risk Factors for Postoperative Venous Thromboembolism in Bariatric Surgery Patient         

Clinical Oncology - Providence -  (7 min Presentation/2 min Q&A)
Nicole Taylor, MD Saint Mary's Hospital Recurrence in Real Time: Rethinking Breast Cancer Follow-Up with Circulating Tumor DNA
Pei En Kwok, MD Waterbury Hospital Circulating Tumor DNA in Predicting Treatment Response in Locally Advanced Rectal Cancer - A Prospective O   
Tianzeng Chen, MD Danbury Hospital Comparison of Surgical Approaches for Esophageal Adenocarcinoma – A Population-based Analysis of NCDB 
Joyce Eum, DO Danbury Hospital Does HER2 Copy Number Predict Pathologic Response?
Shreya Singireddy, MD Stamford Hospital Robotic Port Site Metastasis of Uterine Carcinosarcoma Following Total Abdominal Hysterectomy and Bilater  
Lauren Harrison, MD, MS University of Connecticut School of Medicine Characterization of Adolescent and Young Adult (AYA) Women with Breast Cancer: a NSQIP Analysis
Sydney Smilen, DO Danbury Hospital Evaluating the impact of Multivisceral Resection in Distal Pancreatectomy for Pancreatic Cancer: An NCBD a
Sydney Smilen, DO Danbury Hospital Predictors of Academic Productivity Among Breast Surgical Oncology Fellows: A Multi-Institutional Analysis
Shubham Kanake, MD Stamford Hospital Immediate Lymphovenous Reconstruction for Treatment of Lymphedema in Breast Cancer Patients Without P   
Ronald Truong, MD, MS Danbury Hospital From Unresectable to Transplantable: Systematic Review for Indications and Outcomes in Orthotopic Liver Tr      

General Quickshots - Boston -  (3 min Quickshot Presentation)
Omar Ghanem, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine A First of its Kind: Iliacus Hernia Containing an Inflamed Appendix
Rachel Atkinson, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine Misdiagnosed: A sigmoid perforation secondary to visceral Kaposi sarcoma
Shubham Kanake, MD Stamford Hospital Transient Intussusception Leading to Diagnosis of Pelvic Congestion and Nutcracker Syndrome
Austin Ford, DO Waterbury Hospital High-Risk Jejunal Gastrointestinal Stromal Tumor Incidentally Identified During Gynecologic Surgery
Matthew Garrity, DO University of Connecticut School of Medicine A Case of Giant Umbilical Condyloma Acuminatum in a Dual-Organ Transplant Recipient
Deanna Phipps, DO Frank H Netter MD School of Medicine Rectal GIST: A Case Report
Caroline Polito, MD, MPH Stamford Hospital Rare Gastric Inflammatory Pseudotumor Secondary to Silicone Breast  Implants: A Case Report
Taylor Scutari, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine Small Bowel Volvulus Secondary to Free Intra-peritoneal Staple Following Laparoscopic Appendectomy: A Ca  
Pei En Kwok, MD Waterbury Hospital Collision Tumor of the Rectum: A Case Report of Leiomyosarcoma and Squamous Cell Carcinoma
Jaime Sexton, MD, MS University of Connecticut School of Medicine Stage IVB Endometrial Adenocarcinoma Presenting as Right Psoas Mass with Iliac Vessel Involvement and Tu  
Brendan Stewart, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine Ileocolic Venous Thrombophlebitis from Associated Enteropathogenic E. Coli Infection
Yousuf Uddin, MD Waterbury Hospital When a Benign Tumor Behaves Badly: A Case of Prolapsing Colon Lipoma
Chayanne Gumbs, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine Cutting Through Thigh Fasciotomies: A NSQIP Analysis
Venus Liu, MD Danbury Hospital More Than Just a Bulge: A Rare Case of Inguinal Ganglion Cyst Mimicking a Groin Hernia

General Surgery - Merritt South -  (7 min Presentation/2 min Q&A)
Majd Al Masri, MD Saint Mary's Hospital A case of Atypical HUS after elective breast surgery
Antonio Bon Nieves, MD, MS University of Connecticut School of Medicine The Stent that Time Forgot: Perforated Small Bowel Diverticulitis Seventy Years in the Making
York Lin Chew, MD Saint Mary's Hospital Time on the Table, Days in the Bed: Robotic vs Laparoscopic Appendectomy Outcomes In A Community Hosp
Juan Cobar, MD, MBA University of Connecticut School of Medicine When Rare Meets Routine: Incidental Discovery of a Myxoid Gallbladder Polyp
Haley Etskovitz, DO, MBS Hartford Healthcare Contrast Enhanced Colosonography is Safe, Sensitive and Versatile for Evaluation of Anorectal Malformation   



2025 CTACPA Annual Resident Paper Competition Order of Presentation
General Surgery - Merritt South -  (7 min Presentation/2 min Q&A), cont.
Laura Godkin, MD Saint Mary's Hospital The Kitchen Sink Siphon Variant: Redundant Cystic Duct Resulting in Chronic Cholecystitis
Meagan Kozhimala, MD Waterbury Hospital A Case of Encapsulated Papillary Carcinoma of the Breast
Ryan Pettit, MD Stamford Hospital Bouveret Syndrome: A Rare Etiology of Gallstone Ileus
Zachary Tepper, DO Stamford Hospital DUODENAL AND GASTRIC ECTOPIC PANCREAS: A CASE SERIES
Andrea Watters, DO University of Connecticut School of Medicine Frailty as a Predictor of Morbidity and Mortality from Necrotizing Soft Tissue Infections

Trauma - Augusta -  (7 min Presentation/2 min Q&A)
Jacqueline Danisi, MS, DO Danbury Hospital Barriers to access of palliative care services by surgical patients: a systematic review
Aulon Jerilu, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine Staged Reconstruction of a Complex Zone 3 Palmar Glass Injury Involving Neurovascular and Tendon Repair
Adeline Fleitz, MD Stamford Hospital Traumatic Left Subcostal Ventral Hernia Secondary to Backhoe Crush Injury
Austin McIntosh, MD Saint Mary's Hospital Impact of Polysubstance and Ethanol Use on Trauma Severity: A Multi-Year Retrospective Cohort Study at a L     
Medical Student - Augusta -  (7 min Presentation/2 min Q&A)
Sifat Alam, BS, MGH Frank H Netter MD School of Medicine Osteitis Pubis in Patients with Sports Hernia: Prevalence and Clinical Outcomes
Shiza Bari, BS University of Connecticut School of Medicine Frailty Matters: Impact of Increasing Frailty Levels on Outcomes in Patients with Rib Fractures
Rachel Nkansah University of Connecticut School of Medicine Metastatic Gastric Adenocarcinoma in a Young Ecuadorian Woman: A Case Report
Sarah Jacobson, BS University of Connecticut School of Medicine Evaluating Rectopexy Outcomes in Younger Populations: An ACS-NSQIP Analysis
Madison Sakheim, BA University of Connecticut School of Medicine Evaluation of 1-year Mortality Rates after Rib Fracture in the Elderly Population

Plastic Surgery - Concord -  (7 min Presentation/2 min Q&A)
Wendy Jin, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine Complex Soft Tissue Tumors of the Extremity: Multidisciplinary Approach to Resection, Reconstruction and Ad  
Akanksha Arora, MD Saint Mary's Hospital Blame the Nipple: Can Isolated Nipple Areolar Complex Preparation Prevent Surgical Site Infections in Nipple          
Thien-Kim Doan, DO University of Connecticut School of Medicine Understanding Risk in Emergent Reconstructive Flap Surgery
Carolne Polito, MD Stamford Hospital Novel Treatment of Fordyce Spots via Full Thickness Excision
Edison Martinez Monegro, MD Hartford Healthcare Delayed-Onset Stage IV Breast Implant-Associated Anaplastic Large Cell Lymphoma (BIA-ALCL)
Carolina Mejia, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine Recognizing and Managing Underreported Complications After Facial Fat Grafting: A Systematic Review
Maria Yan, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine Evaluating Robotic Latissimus Dorsi Flap Harvest: A Systematic Review of Surgical and Patient Outcomes
Jaime Sexton, MD, MS University of Connecticut School of Medicine Geographic Variation in Plastic Surgery Costs: A Comparative Analysis of Arizona and Connecticut and Its Imp      

Specialty Quickshots - Merritt North -  (3 min Quickshot Presentation)
Rebecca Applin, MD Danbury Hospital A Sticky Situation: A Case of Rectovesical Fistula and Bladder Foreign Body Secondary to Penetrating Trauma
Paul Fata, MD Waterbury Hospital A CASE SERIES OF INTRAOPERATIVE PUSH ENTEROSCOPIES FOR OCCULT SMALL BOWEL BLEEDS
Brendan Stewart, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine Complex Staged Reconstruction for Tracheoesophageal Fistula following Esophagectomy
Omar Ghanem, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine A Retrospective Analysis Comparing the Outcomes of Subarachnoid Hemorrhage in Pregnant and Nonpregna  
Amber Hendricks, MD, MPH Saint Mary's Hospital Blunt handlebar injury causing internal avulsion of the common femoral artery in an 11-year-old boy: A case r
Rebecca Jugo, MD Waterbury Hospital Enterolithiasis in Crohn’s Disease: A Rare Cause of Small Bowel Obstruction
Vasalya Panchumarthi, MD Danbury Hospital Delayed Presentation of Traumatic Fecothorax: A Case Presentation
Jillian McNally, DO University of Connecticut School of Medicine Composite Gangliocytoma–Neuroendocrine Tumor of the Duodenum: A Cautionary Tale for Perioperative Car
Elle McNeiece, DO Waterbury Hospital Increasing Role for Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Breast Surgery
Shaidy Moronta, DO Danbury Hospital Oh My GERD: The Case of the Missing Gland
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Specialty Quickshots - Merritt North -  (3 min Quickshot Presentation), cont.
Tian Sheng Ng, MD Saint Mary's Hospital Novel Percutaneous Mechanical Thrombectomy for Visceral Artery Thromboembolism
Jacob Sandor, MD Stamford Hospital Metastatic Cervical Squamous Cell Carcinoma Presenting as Partial Duodenal Obstruction
Sean Ramras, MD Waterbury Hospital Carotid Stent Occlusion: Stroke Reduction after Removal
Nina Kosciuszek, DO, MS CT Children's/University of Connecticut School  Incorporating Stem Cells to Novel Alginate-Based Sealant Patch for Tracheal Injuries: A Pilot Study
Gabriel Shechter, MD, MBA Stamford Hospital Ruptured Intercostal Artery Aneurysm Treated with Thoracic Endovascular Aortic Repair in A Patient with Neur
Juan Cobar, MD, MBA University of Connecticut School of Medicine En Bloc Resection of a Chest Wall Mass of Unknown Origin: Clinical and Surgical Considerations
Austin Thompson, MD Waterbury Hospital Multiple Thoracic Masses Leading to a Distinct Pathology: A Case Report
Keerthivasan Vengatesan, MD Danbury Hospital Mini-Incision Carotid Endarterectomy; Barriers to Adoption

Specialty Surgery - Montpelier -  (7 min Presentation/2 min Q&A)
David Bartfeld, BA Waterbury Hospital Impact of Race on Colon Cancer Surgical Outcomes at a Regional Safety-Net Hospital System
Venus Liu, MD Danbury Hospital Racial Disparities in Survival and Incidence of Right-Sided Colon Cancer: Insights from SEER-22, 2000–2022
Shaidy Moronta, DO Danbury Hospital Cost-Effectiveness of Early Serum Calcitonin Screening in Subcentimeter Thyroid Nodules for Medullary Thyro   
Andrea Watters, DO University of Connecticut School of Medicine Managing Gangrene in Lower Limb by Dimethyloxalylglycine (DMOG) Treatment
Tian Sheng Ng, MD Saint Mary's Hospital Beyond Fluoroscopy: The Intravascular Ultrasound Advantage in TransCarotid Artery Revascularization
Wendy Jin, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine Early and Intermediate Outcomes of Cavitron Ultrasonic Surgical Aspiration to Treat Mitral Annular Calcificati
Drishti Shah, MD Danbury Hospital Survival in Paragangliomas: Anatomic Variation and the Critical Role of Surgical Treatment.
Jacqueline Danisi, MS, DO Danbury Hospital Want to Play a Game? Gamifying Surgical Simulation: An Escape Room Model for Team-based crisis managem
Nicole Taylor, MD Saint Mary's Hospital Overexpression of Thioredoxin1 (Trx1) Protects Against Hypertension-Induced Ascending Aortic Aneurysm De      
Wendy Jin, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine In-Hospital and 1-Year Outcomes of Isolated CABG Patients Requiring Preoperative Inotrope Therapy

Pediatric Surgery - Hartford -  (7 min Presentation/2 min Q&A)
Paulo Castro, DO University of Connecticut School of Medicine Comparison of Postoperative Outcomes following Open or Minimally Invasive Surgery for Duodenal Atresia in      
Harsheen Manaise, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine Pneumoperitoneum Associated with Pneumatosis Intestinalis in a Pediatric Patient: Diagnostic Challenges a   
Paulo Castro, DO University of Connecticut School of Medicine Early Versus Delayed VATS for Primary Spontaneous Pneumothorax in Pediatric Patients: Analysis of the NSQ  
Paulo Castro, DO University of Connecticut School of Medicine Post-Traumatic Rupture of Primary Solid Pseudopapillary Epithelial Neoplasm (SPEN) of the Pancreas in a Ma     
Surgical Quality - Hartford -  (7 min Presentation/2 min Q&A)
Blake Acquarulo, MD, MPH University of Connecticut School of Medicine Improving Safety and Standardization: Development of a Nasogastric Tube Order Set in the EMR
Karri Hester, MD Danbury Hospital Is There A Better Approach? A NSQIP Analysis Of Minimally Invasive Versus Open Colostomy Reversal Outcom
Katrina Jackson, BS University of Connecticut School of Medicine The Role of Frailty on Rectal Prolapse Repair: A NSQIP-Based Analysis
Karan Kumar, DO Danbury Hospital Reversing Retention: Impact of Reversal Agents and Risk Factors on POUR in Inguinal Hernia Repair
Yuen-Joyce Liu, MD University of Connecticut School of Medicine BAIL-Out: Reducing 30-Day Surgical Readmissions in a Community Hospital
Mitchell Mohr, MD Saint Mary's Hospital Small Bowl Obstruction from Adhesions to V-Lock Sutures; a Quality Control Case Series Concerning Expose     
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