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Agenda 

 
 

Connecticut Chapter of the American College of Surgeons Professional Association Annual Meeting 
 
7:15AM Meeting Registration, Continental Breakfast and Exhibits Open – Grand Ballroom and Foyer 
 
7:30AM Committee Meetings 
  Committee on Trauma – Augusta 

 Commission on Cancer - Providence  
 
8:15AM Opening Remarks – Grand Ballroom 

 Royd Fukumoto, MD, FACS, President, Shawna Kettyle, MD, FACS, Meeting Chair 
 
8:30AM Resident Paper Competitions 

 Learning Objectives: 
1) Expand learner’s knowledge of novel approaches and emerging trends in surgery 
2) Acquire skills that can be implemented in learner’s own surgical practice 

   
  John MacArthur, MD, FACS Trauma Competition - Augusta  
  Moderator: David S. Shapiro, MD, MHCM, FACS, University of Connecticut School of Medicine & 

Frank H. Netter MD School of Medicine Quinnipiac University, Chair, CT Committee on Trauma 
  Judge: CT Committee on Trauma 
 
  Medical Student Research - Augusta  
  Moderator: Danielle Friedman, MD, FACS, Hartford HealthCare Medical Group and Frank H. 

Netter MD School of Medicine Quinnipiac University 
  Judge: Scott Kurtzman, MD, FACS, Frank H. Netter MD School of Medicine Quinnipiac University 

 
  
   Bariatric and Metabolic Surgery – Salon C  
  Moderator: Darren Tishler, MD, FACS, FASMBS, Chief, Bariatrics, Hartford Hospital, President, 

Connecticut Chapter of the American Society of Bariatric and Metabolic Surgery 
 

  Judge: Connecticut Chapter of the American Society of Bariatric and Metabolic Surgery 
 

   
  Clinical Oncology – Providence  
 Moderator: Bret Schipper, MD, FACS, Hartford HealthCare Medical Group, Chair, CT Commission 

on Cancer 
 Judges: CT Commission on Cancer 
  

To claim CME 

 
Scan this link or visit 
https://www.ctacs.org 
2025 Annual Meeting 
page 

https://www.ctacs.org/
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 Pediatric Surgery – Hartford 
 Moderator: Brendan Campbell, MD, MPH, FACS, Clinical Director, Pediatric Surgery | Director of 

Trauma | Pediatric Surgical Quality and Safety Officer | Donald W. Hight, MD, Chair for General 
Pediatric Surgery, Connecticut Children’s  

 Judge: Daniel, Solomon, MD, FACS, Assistant Professor of Surgery, Yale School of Medicine & 
Katerina Dukleska, MD, FACS, Pediatric Surgeon, Connecticut Children’s 

  
 Surgical Quality – Hartford 
 Moderator & Judge: Alan K. Meinke, MD, FACS, Northwell Health/Nuvance Health, Norwalk 

Hospital 
 
 
 General Surgery – Merritt South 
 Moderator: Jonathan Blancaflor, MD, FACS, YaleNewHavenHealth, Lawrence+Memorial Hospital 

Judge: TBA 

 
General Surgery Quick Shots – Boston 

 Moderator: Shannon Small, MD, FACS, YaleNewHavenHealth, Lawrence+Memorial Hospital 
Judge: Alejandro Betancourt-Ramirez, MD, FACS, Chief, Acute Care, St. Vincent’s Medical Center, 
Hartford HealthCare Medical Group   

 
 Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery – Concord 

 Moderator: Shawna Kettyle, MD, FACS, Shawna M. Kettyle, MD, FACS, Hartford HealthCare 
Medical Group, Clerkship Director and Affiliated Clinical Medical Faculty, Frank H. Netter MD 
School of Medicine Quinnipiac University 

   

 Judge: TBA 
 
 
 Surgical Subspecialties – Montpelier 
 Moderator: Denise Barajas, MD, FACS, Griffin Health 
  Judge: Krishan Patel, MD, FACS, Northwell Health/Nuvance Health, Danbury Hospital 
 
 
 Surgical Subspecialties Quick Shots – Merritt North 
 Moderator: Royd Fukumoto, MD, FACS, Northwell Health/Nuvance Health, Danbury Hospital 
  Judge: TBA 
  
 

10:00AM  Break with Exhibitors – Grand Ballroom 
 
10:30AM Updates from the American College of Surgeons - Merritt Ballroom 

Alan Meinke, MD, FACS and Felix Lui MD, FACS, ACS Governors-at-Large 
  

Learning Objectives: 
1. Describe the structure, roles, and responsibilities of the ACS Board of Governors, including its six 
organizational pillars. 
2. Analyze current strategic initiatives and collaborations between the Board of Governors and the 
ACS Board of Regents, with attention to cross-divisional projects and alignment with the 2025 ACS 
Strategic Plan. 
3. Discuss the role of inclusive excellence, member engagement, and surgical volunteerism in 
supporting professional development, patient care, and global surgical outreach. 
4. Apply lessons from recent Board of Governors activities and Clinical Congress sessions to 

improve individual leadership, advocacy, and quality improvement efforts within surgical practice. 
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11:00AM James Foster Memorial Lecture – Artificial Intelligence in Surgical Decision Support Systems 
Merritt Ballroom 

 
Eric B Schneider, PhD, Associate Professor of Surgery & Associate Professor 
on Term, Chronic Disease Epidemiology, Yale School of Medicine 
 
Chin Siang Ong, MBBS, PhD, MPH, Assistant Professor of Surgery (Surgical 
Outcomes), Yale School of Medicine 
 
Moderated by: Royd Fukumoto, MD, FACS, Northwell Health/Nuvance 
Health, Danbury Hospital, Chapter President  

 
Learning Objectives: 
1. Describe the core principles of AI and Machine Learning (ML). 
2. Evaluate the strengths and limitations of current AI models. 
3. Integrate AI-generated analytics into individualized surgical care plans. 
4. Assess the ethical, legal, and regulatory landscape of surgical AI. 

 
12:15PM  Fellowship Luncheon in the Exhibit Hall – Grand Ballroom 
 
1:15PM  Awards Ceremony, Presidential Address, Business Meeting – Merritt Ballroom    

Legislator of the Year Award presented by David S. Shapiro, MD, MHCM, FACS, University of 
Connecticut School of Medicine & Frank H. Netter MD School of Medicine Quinnipiac University, 
Chair, CT Committee on Trauma 
 
Recipients: Rep. Liz Linehan and Rep. Irene Haines 
 
Distinguished Service Award presented by Philip R. Corvo, MD, Nuvance Health Norwalk, 
Chairman of Surgery and Royd Fukumoto, MD, FACS, Northwell Health/Nuvance Health, Danbury 
Hospital, Chapter President    

   
  Presidential Address and Business Meeting – Royd Fukumoto, MD, FACS, President, CTACSPA 

 
2:00PM Panel Session: Using AI in Our Day-to-Day Workflow – Tools, Tips, Tricks, & Emerging Best Practices 

Merritt Ballroom 
 
 
Moderator: Royd Fukumoto, MD, FACS, Northwell Health/Nuvance Health, Danbury Hospital, 
Chapter President 
 
 
 

Panelists 
Jason Dinh, MD Candidate 2026 at the Netter School of Medicine 
 
Phil Kim, MD, FACS – Acute Care Surgeon, Hartford Hospital and member of the 
Hartford Healthcare Center for AI Innovation in Healthcare 
 

  

  Learning Objectives: 
1. Describe a range of AI‑driven tools and platforms for clinical documentation, preoperative planning, and 

intraoperative decision support. 
2. Assess the suitability of specific AI applications for different roles—medical student, resident, and attending—to 

optimize task delegation and workflow efficiency. 
3. Integrate AI‑generated analytics and predictive insights into patient care pathways to improve accuracy, 

efficiency, and outcomes. 
4. Develop a framework for multidisciplinary collaboration and continuous performance evaluation to sustain and 

refine AI adoption in your practice. 
3:15PM Resident & Medical Student Lecture: Transitions in Medical Career. Moving From Resident to 

Attending, Changing Jobs, Acquiring New Skills and More! - Merritt Ballroom 
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Moderator: Shannon Small, YFA Chair and Assistant Professor of Surgery (General, 
Trauma & Surgical Critical Care), Yale School of Medicine  
 
 
 

Panelists 

 
Alejandro Betancourt-Ramirez, MD, FACS, Chief, Acute Care, St. Vincent’s Medical Center, Hartford 
HealthCare Medical Group 
 
Jonathan Blancaflor, MD, FACS, YaleNewHavenHealth, Lawrence+Memorial Hospital 
 
David S. Shapiro, MD, MHCM, FACS, University of Connecticut School of Medicine & Frank H. Netter MD School 
of Medicine Quinnipiac University, Chair, CT Committee on Trauma 

Learning Objectives: 
1. Describe the key steps and timelines involved in transitioning from residency to an attending position, including 

credentialing requirements and contract negotiation strategies. 
2. Evaluate practice‑setting options (academic, private, hybrid) based on personal and professional priorities, and develop 

criteria to guide job selection. 
3. Implement structured approaches to acquiring new clinical, research, and leadership skills through mentorship, continuing 

education, and reflective practice. 
4. Formulate a personalized professional development plan that addresses networking, work–life integration, and long‑term 

career goals. 
5. Analyze common challenges encountered during career transitions—such as onboarding hurdles and role stress—and 

apply problem‑solving techniques to overcome them.  
   

Satellite Symposium 
 
4:15PM 17th Annual Surgical Skills Competition – Grand Ballroom 
 

Moderated and curated by Denise Bararjas, MD, FACS, Medical 
Director of The Hewitt Center for Breast Wellness at Griffin 
Hospital and Krishan Patel, MD, FACS, Associate Program 
Director, Surgery Residency, General Surgery, Surgical Critical 
Care, and Trauma Surgery, Northwell Health/Nuvance Health, 
Danbury Hospital 
 
 Participants will improve their surgical skills by participating and 
observing hand-on exercises designed to test skills learned in training. 

 
6:15PM  Presentation of awards for best research papers and the 2025 Skills Competition Championship! 
 

 
See you on October 30, 2026, for a very spooky Annual Meeting at the Trumbull Marriott 
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Map of the Trumbull Marriott 
 

 
 

Bariatric & Metabolic:  .................Salon C 

Clinical Oncology: .........................Providence 

General Quick Shots:  ...................Boston 

General Surgery:  ..........................Merritt South 

Trauma & Medical Students:  ......Augusta 

Plastic Surgery .............................. Concord 

Specialty Surgery  ......................... Montpelier 

Specialty Quick Shots ................... Merritt N 
Pediatric & Quality  ...................... Hartford 
 

 
Continental Breakfast, the mid-morning break and lunch - Grand Ballroom 

All Lectures after Break - Merritt Ballroom 

Surgical Skills Competition – Grand Ballroom 
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